PREFACE

accept in arbitrating points of dispute. They are based on
common sense and equity and are sanctioned by common
usage. Variations and local and house rules are also given
in every instance where legitimate differences are possible.
It must be remembered that except for bridge, skat and
whist, no standard sets of rules for other games have been
drawn up by formal associations of players.

The organization of modern rules is not the only function The Fun in
of this book. An equally important influence in determining a Deck of
its make-up was the fact that most card players are hardly
aware of the wealth of card fun there can be in a deck of
cards. They generally have learned, often haphazardly, a
few card games and are not aware of the existence of other
interesting games, often more intriguing than the ones
they play. Or if they have heard of such games, there may
be no one of their acquaintance who knows enough about
them to teach them properly.

Virtually every card game in this book, therefore, has
been described according to a plan which the author has
used successfully time and time again to teach card games
quickly and simply. The fundamentals and principles of
the games are given as nearly as possible in the natural
order of procedure. Additional rules concerning irregulari-
ties are concentrated in final sections, since their inclusion
in the main text of the description tends to confuse the
player.

Wherever experience has proved them useful, diagrams
have been included to reinforce the descriptions. All techni-
cal terms and expressions commonly used in play are im-
mediately explained when first mentioned. Where the game
has an extensive jargon, as in bridge, for example, an addi-
tional list of terms is given separately.

Hints for play are given in some sections, but these are
necessarily general in most cases and are chiefly for the
purpose of giving the player some idea of the strategic
possibilities of the game. By far the best way to become
adept at any game is to play that game, provided that the
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